Letter! 

On the V SI A and Books \ 


Your “Well Poisoners” edi- j 
torial in Sunday’s edition < 
(Feb. 5) states that the USIA , 
has Spent $90,256 “to publish ; 
the works of authors secretly 
paid by the Government.” This s 
is simply not true. ( .1 

The $90,258 was spent in fis- , 
cai year 1965 for the complete 
“book development” program. ■ 
This total includes $23,800 - j 
spent for the abridgement and;- 
adaptation of existing books j 
into: simplified ' English for 
.persons who read English as a 
Second language. The total 
also indudes $53,591 spent for 
the purchase of copies .of . 
books from publishers, not in- > 
volving selection of authors,, x. 


their payment or the .control: ^ 
of book content. A total of ! 
$8,868 ; was paid to authors, to 1 
write manuscripts — but this ( 
; was certainly not secret for it ; ‘ 
, was made a matter of record 
before a Congressional, com- ; 
mittee. 1 


In the testimony cited in ' 
the Book Week article which : 
prompted your editorial, Mr. ; 
Marks was reporting to the ; 
Congress on a past situation. 
The Director now requres that 
any proposal for the commis- 
sioning of a book manuscript 
by the Agency have his per- 
sonal approval, and he has 
Xgitien no sucKAp^aCal'since he v ) 

; became head of the Agency. ‘ 
Congress has reviewed past ' 
performance and appropriated 


funds for continuing book da , 
velopment including small 
sums for commissioned manu- 
scripts since the program was i 
established in fiscal year 1956,.* 
All ’facts- about the program * 
have been available to Con- 
gress throughout the history 
of the operation. 

The article entitled- 
“Government Book Control” 
by your Book Review editor 
Geoffrey Wolff dpes a-, disserv- 
ice "to all authors and pub- 
lishers to imply that all books 
are suspect because three or® 
four were commissioned each 
year- for the' past several” 
years:. The reputable book - 
publishers of the. United States 
are as jealous -of their inde- 
pendence as are the newspa- 
per publishers. 'When they ac- 
cept- a commissioned manu- . 
script they subject, it to the 
same objective editorial scru- 
tiny they apply to any manu- J 
script . to whose publication j 
they are willing to assign j 
their imprints. And to charge, ( 
as Mr. Wolff has, that the' j 
Government’s •'expenditures ' i 
for books is large .enough to 
control the output of the book j 
publishing industry (a two bil- ^ 
lion dollar industry) strikes ( 
meas being ridiculous. j 

We would support one state- . 
ment in your editorial, i.e. i 
f‘Not one cent of public 
money ought to be appropriat- 
ed for the purpose ofpollut- . 
ing the stream of /American'' 
literature.” We have not in 
the past nor will we in the ; 

. future spend money for such 
a purpose. -REED HARRIS, - 

Assistant Director ; (Information 
Centers), United States Infor- 
mation Agency. . 

. - Washington. , ■ ' 



